In October 2001, a 4-day International Conference on Environmental Concerns and Emerging Abatement Technologies was held in Beijing, China. The conference brought together about 450 participants from 20 countries and 303 papers were collected in the proceeding of the conference. The topics covered in the conferences included environmental pollution and monitoring, ecotoxicology and risk assessment, abatement technologies, cleaner production technologies, policy issues and modeling. From these topics, 12 plenary, 36 session-keynote, 84 oral presentations, as well as more than 100 posters were presented. Many renowned scientists from the world of environmental science and technology where invited to address topics such as on atmospheric chemistry and climate change (by P. Crutzen), environmental biotechnology (by J. Paques and W. Verstraete), ecotoxicological risk assessment (by H. Eijsackers), chemical speciation and bioavailability (by H. Allan), cleaner production (by J. Dillon), as well as environmental economics (by E. van Ierland).
The conference provided a good forum to exchange ideas between representatives from developed and developing countries, especially related to China, where social, cultural, economical, geographical, and scientific background are different. The discussions on the differences in developing stages, scientific thinking, and social and cultural discrepancies proved meaningful as it resulted in a common agreement that environmental policy and technologies cannot simply be copied or transferred from one country to another. For example, in setting priorities in environmental research, papers from scientists of the developed countries focused on public health, ecosystems safety, and remediation of the polluted environment, while most of the papers from Chinese contributors focused on environmental pollution surveys and end-pipe treatment technologies. Also, discussions on policy issues and models, especially models based on the concept of environmental economy, were well debated in several sessions. China is undergoing an economic transformation process and merging environmental management into market economy will certainly be a big challenge for scientists and decision makers in future years. Exchange of ideas between people from different countries could help lead them in the right direction.
I am indebted to TheScientificWorld and in particular Dr. Wendy Ockenden and Sandra Jenkins for giving our participants the opportunity to publish their papers in this e-journal. This Themed Issue of TheScientificWorldJOURNAL presents fully peer-reviewed short communications from original papers contributed to the conference. Readers may also find further conference papers in the special issue of the Journal of Environmental Science and Health, Vol. 37, No. 4 (Dekker Publishers) . 
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